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29 March, 2019 Hirotsugu SAITO

Title: What concrete measures can there be to improve social recognition of farmers?
: A view point from a farmer

~ Reflections on my participation in the VI Global Conference on Family Farming :
A Decade to Improve the Lives of Family Farmers ~

@1 wanted to take advantage of the opportunity to have my opinion reflected in the agenda of the
UN Decade for Family Farming. I raised my hand when invited for questions and comments from
the floor. With the interpretation by Ms. Kae Sekine from Small and Family Farming Network
Japan, I expressed the following opinion (recommendation). This is the complete version of my

opinion, while at the conference I had to make it concise due to time limitation.



I'm Hirotsugu Saito, a farmer from Japan. My wife and I, together with our two elementary
school kids, manage a small scale family farm. It’s been 15 years since I moved from Tokyo to rural

village and started farming.

I can say that in Japan agriculture is not well respected. It is shown in some data such as farmers

per population (2%), calorie-based food self-sufficiency (38%), and average age of farmers (68 years

old).

I would say that our lifestyle in Japan should be put on serious review with critical perspective
because it is based on sacrifices of people in other countries where we import our food from and
because ironically we enjoy food abundance. As a result of our lifestyle, our ODA development
models, instead of being their support, ignore voices of local farmers, exploit their land, cut them
off from their water sources, and destroy traditional farming communities.

I would like to raise awareness of Japanese citizens that our tax money, instead of for these ODA
projects, should be used to support Japanese small and family farmers and to build sustainable

society both in Japan and in other countries.

Mr. Torben Nilsson from IFAD facilitated a working group yesterday and asked “What concrete

measures can there be to improve social recognition of farmers?”

For the farmers to be respected in the society, I would like to recommend the UN Decade for
Family Farming to expand its scope of work to be an inter-sectional / multi-sectional project of the
UN, which means the Decade to work with not only FAO and IFAD but also sections such as
UNESCO’s ESD (Education for Sustainable Development).

In Japan, for example, the “New guideline for education” under ongoing education reform
includes “education that fosters leaders to a sustainable society” as one of its objectives. SFFNJ
has just published a booklet in March named “Beginners’ Guide to UN Decade for Family Farming
and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas”. In
this booklet, Ms. Marcela Villarreal, the director of the Division of Partnerships and South-South
Cooperation wrote “Knowledge accumulated in family farmers is indispensable for maintaining
reformative process of local agroecology and maintaining local agricultural legacies”. I believe
these demonstrate the fact that farmers are the key players among “the leaders to a sustainable
society”.

Farmers and other people living in rural areas are key players in achieving Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Significance of farming and farmers should be recognized with due
respects. For this purpose, I would strongly like to see advocacy projects included in the agenda of
the UN Decade for Family Farming to promote the inclusion of these descriptions about farmers
in ESD programs and school text books. The goal of this campaign should be to make family

farming a dream occupation for children who want to solve global issues.



Lack of workforce is a global problem for agriculture sector. We need to implement actions with
concrete plans to increase the number of people who take farming as their occupation. If this is
not achieved, the campaign can be considered a failure. In that case, we need to reconsider the
direction of the campaign. We need to promote the idea that issues agriculture faces are not only
the problems of farmers and farming communities but they are problems of “us all” who live on
this planet. “The key player for SDGs is the farmers” and they are the ones who contribute in
solving global issues such as food, health, education, water resources, biodiversity, and abnormal
weather from global warming. If this is true, we need policies in which farming is considered a

social enterprise and not simple occupation of individuals.

We need a vision for everyone to recognize the values of farming and farming communities. It
1s especially critical now because all of us are the actors in the generation that “may be the last to
have a chance of saving the planet” (quote from Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development). Farmers across borders have come to discuss and collaborate for issues
related to the Decade for Family Farming and the SDGs. Farmers are the ones who really live
with the Earth. We deserve to be called “new global citizens” with due respect from society. I came
from Japan as a farmer to participate in this international conference hoping to make this last a
reality. In the time of global crisis, 'm determined to have a deep veneration for nature and have
serious introspection. I believe that what we need in the grand design for sustainable world is life

designs that have “soil” under the feet of each and all of us.

(I am sending this recommendation in English as I was told that comments sent to Mr. Torben
Nilsson of IFAD would be reflected in the agenda of the UN Decade for Family Farming.)
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